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Introduction

The combination of poverty and AIDS is leaving many young children in danger of being emotionally, socially, physically and cognitively vulnerable as traditional economic and social safety nets are eroded and weakened. Many young children do not have loving and caring relationships, security, that can build resilience and self esteem.  Leaders of grassroots organizations, policy makers, researchers, funders and regional and international NGOs from 18 countries and six continents came together before the World Forum to share their experiences in supporting young children living in a world with HIV and AIDS. 
The discussion highlighted the following:

Partnership and collaboration for strengthening safety nets. We need to be allies at all levels if the children are to realize that social and emotional intelligence needed for surviving the adverse effects of the pandemic. Every small step counts, just like every child is precious. We all need to support integrated early childhood development wherever it is happening. 
Family and community strengthening is the pillar for integrated early childhood development. Yes, it takes the village to raise a child! A healthy family and community is a source of resilience for young children. Community strengths and learning with the communities without imposing ideas, cements their capacity for caring and supporting young children. Community conversations to deepen understanding of child development are necessary for culturally and developmentally appropriate ways of nurturing young children. In most cases, such conversations help communities to attach value to the basics of care that were now being sidelined for the ‘more ‘tangible quick fixes' that attract funding.
Grand parenting

Grandparents are the predominant care givers in the communities. Whilst grandparents are struggling with coping with old age, multiple losses of their own children and poverty, they are further overwhelmed with caring responsibilities for numerous grandchildren. Called from ‘retirement into active service again’, these ‘foot soldiers’ are struggling to raise the young children without adequate resources and skills for ‘parenting’ roles thrust upon them. These grandparents would provide effective care if they are supported by para-professionals. 

We urge the World Foundation to seriously consider the plight of older people as primary carers and strengthen their capacity for supporting the early childhood development.

Young children as resources and agents of change

Young as they are, children are leading primary care givers for their sick parents, missing out on play opportunities which are the basis for their learning. Without any idea of the universal precautions for preventing cross infection, they risk being HIV infected from caring. Early childhood development presents the basis for HIV and AIDS education, with young children as resources and not as problems.

Universal access is NOT universal when it ignores the children who are in most cases the primary care givers to themselves and their parents. What does treatment literacy and adherence mean without including children? What does attaining puberty mean for a child who has not successfully realized the developmental stages due to inadequate care and support, and is living in a world with HIV & AIDS?  We are more convinced that early childhood development that starts pre-conception is a critical strategy for HIV & AIDS prevention, mitigation and support. 

Reversing priorities in the welfare pyramid 

Currently the welfare resources are concentrated in the curative and specialized services (rehabilitation, institutions, prisons, etc). We are calling for reversing priorities in the welfare pyramid, to channel resources towards a range of programmes for early childhood development that reach into families and communities. Making integrated early childhood development a priority leads to early intervention and prevention, provision of basic needs and the protection, promotion and fulfillment of the children’s rights.
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Capacity development for the para-professionals is an urgent requirement in supporting this paradigm shift. 

Translating global commitments into action. Yet another commitment? We need to act now!  There are great working early childhood and development models and tools for facilitating care and support out there. We need to scale up and mainstream early childhood development into all development effort. Coordinated effort at family, community, government, civil societies and the UN family is needed to tape on the underutilized opportunity that integrated childhood development presents for turning global commitments into action for the future of communities in the whole world. International Cooperating Partners, we are appealing for your support to turn these commitments into action.
We are calling for the World Forum to support mechanism that build the capacity of children, families, civil societies and governments to ensure a wide range of sustainable integrated early childhood development programmes. We believe it is these grassroots experiences that must inform funding policy reviews and formulations.

“If our steps leave a track behind, then walking was not in vain”. Similarly, if our meeting here leaves you being an advocate for accelerated integrated early childhood development, if it leads to action, then we haven’t wasted our breath! Now is the time to act!
